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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2014-722
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Schellenberg
Date of Introduction: November 12, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: November 14, 2014
Type of Action: Appropriation; Ordinance Code waiver, request for one-cycle emergency passage on second reading
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $1 million from the General Fund – Transfer from Fund Balance account to provide funding for City Council legislative counsel expertise to advise on pension reform issues. The bill waives Ordinance Code Sec. 108.505 (Special Counsels) to permit the City Council’s Executive Committee, rather than the General Counsel, to select and hire the legislative counsel and requests emergency approval on second reading after one committee cycle.
Background Information: Ordinance 2014-664 created a new Ordinance Code chapter providing for the hiring by the City Council of legislative counsel as authorized by the City Charter. This bill appropriates $1 million from the General Fund’s non-emergency reserve fund to fund the hiring of legislative counsel to advise the Council on pension issues. The bill waives conflicting provisions of Ordinance Code Sec. 108.505 which provides that special counsel to the City may only be hired by the General Counsel to handle matters that fall outside of the expertise of the Office of General Counsel or when circumstances are such that outside counsel id deemed necessary.
Policy Impact Area: Hiring of legislative counsel.
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $1 million from the General Fund – Transfer from Fund Balance account to the City Council budget.
Analyst: Clements
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